MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


and flew towards the west. The bird was 
carrying the fish of about 5 cm length by hold- 
ing it by the middle portion of the body in its 
bill. The fish slipped but was immediately 
caught by the bird before it fell a foot. After 
flying 10 or 15 metres, once again the fish 
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slipped from its bill and the bird caught it 
again. This process was repeated six times 
within a distance of c. 100 metres (flying 
parallel to the ground) and finally the fish was 
swallowed. This seems to be an unusual be- 
haviour among Terns. 


M. AYYADURAI 


14. A NOTE ON POSSIBLE MIGRATION ROUTE OF 
SHORT-EARED OWL (ASIO FLAMMEUS) OVER SEA 


On 27 October, 1985 we were birdwatching 
at Colaba point which is the southernmost tip 
of Bombay. There is a large patch of man- 
grove trees, albeit stunted, which gets almost 
fully covered during high tide. There is also 
a path which leads to the lighthouse about 
three-quarters of a mile out from the shore. 


Around 8-30 a.m. we noticed a brownish 


bird of prey out in the sea on the west side. 


amidst a flock of house crows. It was trying 
to come towards the land but was constantly 
being harassed by the crows. As it came nearer 
we identified it as a short-eared owl (Asio 
flammeus). Its crescent-shaped blackish mark- 
ing on the underwing was very prominent. The 
bird did succeed in landing on the rocks below 
for a brief respite before the house crows 
harried it again. It was constantly being swoop- 
ed upon by the house crows and rarely got an 
Opportunity to rest its wings while gliding. 


It evoked no response from the grey herons 
and herring gulls but a lone adult brown- 
headed gull was seen to dive-bomb it for 


some time. The owl kept in our view for about 
20 minutes before it disappeared towards the 
golf-course nearby. The morning was clear and 
sunny, temperature of the day being 35°C. 
maximum, 25°C minimum. 


Short-eared owls are winter visitors spread- 
ing over almost the entire Indian peninsula and 
are not uncommon in some parts of Bombay. 
Almost exactly 50 years ago Charles McCann 
(JBNHS 38, 1935) while coming by ship to 
Bombay from Kutch noticed three short-eared 
owls coming from the west. One of the owls 
rested on the ship and flew off towards land 
as soon as the latter was sighted. 


It is quite possible that this migratory owl 
flies over Sind and the Arabian sea to winter 
in the western parts of our sub-continent. For 
birds coming to the west coast of India perhaps 
a direct route over the Arabian sea is preferred. 
We wish to draw the readers’ attention to this 
point and invite information sightings of a 
similar nature. 
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15. OCCURRENCE OF BOURDILLON’S GREAT EARED NIGHTJAR 
(EUROSTOPODUS MACROTIS BOURDILLONI) AT 
NERTIYAMANGALAM, KERALA 


Eurostopodus macrotis bourdilloni is a large 
nightjar so far recorded only from the southern 
evergreen and moist biotope of the Western 
Ghats. 

While we were ringing birds at Thattakadu 
Bird Sanctuary in Kerala in June 1985 we 
saw a Nightjar in a clearing for high tension 
lines at a place called Neriyamangalam. The 
bird had its left wing broken and was unable 
to fly. We took it back to our camp where it 
was identified as Bourdillon’s Great Eared 
Nightjar (Eurostopodus macrotis bourdilloni). 
Later the bird died and the skin was sent to 
the BNHS collection where our identification 
was confirmed. Measurement etc. of specimen 
from p. 2, arranged as in HANDBOOK. One of 
us (RS) recorded this species from Sholayar 
during his Frogmouth survey in the Western 
Ghats. Later in 1983 when we were camping 
at Parambikulam, we heard this species on a 
moonlit night calling continuously from the 
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grass covered top of a hill near the Parambi- 
kulam rest house. Later at Ponmudi in 1985 
the same call was heard near the KTDC hotel 
complex. According to published records no 
specimens have been obtained since 1930 and 
there is no recent authentic record of the 
occurrence of this species. The specimen col- 
lected from Neriyamangalam and also those 
records from other areas suggest that the 
species may range up to Palghat Gap in the 
north in Kerala. 

Details of the bird collected are as follows: 
Wing: 292 mm; Bill from skull: 22 mm, Bill 
from feathers: 7 mm; Tarsus: 22 mm; Tail: 
177 mm. 

Date of collection: 5/6/1985. Place of col- 
lection: Neriyamangalam. Altitude: 750 m. 

Colour of bare parts of live bird: Iris: Light 
brown; Bill: Fleshy Brown; Both mandibles: 
Pale horny black; Legs: Pale fleshy (bright); 
Claws: Horny brown. 


R. SUGATHAN 
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